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Message from HAWCA Director

With all the dangers present and the existing challenges 
HAWCA leaves behind yet another year full of achieve-
ments. In continuity of its hard work to support and 
empower women and children and eliminate all forms of 
violence against women and child abuse HAWCA con-
tinued its projects in Kabul, Herat, Balkh and Nangarhar 
providing free legal and psychological support, protection 
and shelter, education and vocational courses to hundreds 
of women and children across Afghanistan. 

On behalf of HAWCA I would like to thank all our 
supports and donors who so generously supported the 
Afghan women and children through us and I hope that 
we continue to get their support to help and assist more 
women victims of violence and children victims of child 
abuse.
Let us work together and honor those who have spent 
their whole life trying to bring a positive change in the 
lives of women and children. 

Sincerely,
Shafiqa Noori
Executive Director
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After the Taliban came to power in 
Afghanistan the life of our people got 
worse. There were no jobs and people 
died of hunger. Many people migrated 
to Iran and Pakistan in hopes of finding 
work and an income to feed their fam-
ilies. Unfortunately, in the neighboring 
countries they were not able to build a 
good life. They lived in inhumane con-
ditions in refugee camps without food 
and shelter. Women and children, who 
were the first victims of those harsh 
conditions, used to beg on the streets 
to survive. It was then that a group of 
young men and women decided to 
work voluntarily to bring change in the 
lives of these people. The primary focus 
was on providing free education for 
children, which was vital for their bright 
future and for the future of Afghanistan. 
Primary schools were established in dif-
ferent parts of Peshawar so Afghan chil-
dren could have easy access to them. 
Food materials and station-
ery items were also given to 
children on monthly basis to 
help them financially.

Working with women and 
children in Pakistan was not 
enough for HAWCA, so it 
started literacy courses all 
over Afghanistan. These 
courses were strictly se-
cret, because the Taliban 
had banned education for 
women, and though it was 
difficult and dangerous, it 

was essential for a better Afghanistan. 
After Haimd Karzia took power, HAW-
CA moved its main office to Kabul and 
started its work form there. Now that 
we were living in a legal environment, 
it was time to start working in the legal 
fields. Afghanistan has one of the worst 
rates of violation of women rights in the 
world. To protect and defend the rights 
of women HAWCA started legal aid 
centers for victims of violence and also 
safe houses for those at risk. 

Due to the hard work of the HAWCA 
personnel, HAWCA was able to win 
more than fifty awards from all over the 
world. Some of them are mentioned 
below:

Amnesty International award: Amnesty 
International title for working on rights 
of children and women; 

Consiglio Regionale Del Lazio 11 Presi-
dente;

Roberto Formigoni Presenidente della 
Regione lombardia a HAWCA Menzione 
Speciale Promio per la Pace 2011;

Instituto Poligrafico E Zecca Dello Stato 
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Presodenza Del Consiglio Dei Mionistri 
Commissione Nazionale per la parita e 
le pari opportunita;

Principado De Asturias;

Arganda Del rey ayunt amiento;

Elogio del Horizonted, obra de Eduardo 
Challida cerro de santa catalina, gijon  
Ayuntamiento de gijon;

Pizza ducale e torre del Bramante;

Medalla de Oro delAyuntamiento de 
Arganda del Rey: awarded on Decem-
ber 6, 2001 in Arganda, Spain for its 
humanitarian activities;

Amotinada Mayor: awarded in Madrid, 
Spain on September 9, 2002. Dedicat-
ed to the women of Afghanistan and 

HAWCA received it for representing 
women in the Humanitarian Field;

Sabino Arana Foundition's Golden 
Shield: awarded on January 27, 2002 in 
Spain to HAWCA and The New York Fire 
Department especially;

Award of l'hospitalet, the city of Coop-
eration: awarded on January 27, 2002, 
from the city hall of l'hospitalet in Bar-
celona, Spain;

Primo Donne Award: awarded on March 
12, 2002, by an institution called ANRP 
in Italy;

Emma Humphreys Memorial Prize 
(EHMP): HAWCA received the first ever 
international award of Emma Hum-
phreys Memorial Prize (EHMP) from UK 
on November 27, 2009.
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Mission

Goal

Mandate

Vission

HAWCA is an Afghan national NGO 
dedicated to working for the social 
well-being of all people with a particu-
lar focus on women and children who 
live in Afghanistan. 

HAWCA envisions a safe and just socie-
ty where all Afghans (men, women, chil-
dren, and elders) receive equal benefit 
from development processes, regard-
less of their race, ethnicity, tribe, lan-
guage and religion, and work together 
for a safe and better world.

HAWCA is and intends to be mainly, but 
not exclusively, engaged in promoting 
the participation of Afghan women in 
the development process and improve 
the well-being of women and children 
in Afghanistan. Consequently, HAWCA’s 
mandate includes:

1.Protection and counseling

2.Education and peace building

3.Promoting income generating and 

micro credit activities

4.Health and child care

5.Advocacy for women and children 
rights at national and international level

6.Emergency response operations

7.Sponsorship program

8.Mobilization of human rights defend-
ers

Membership

1.Afghan Women Network (AWN)

2.Civil society and Human rights Net-
work (CSHRN)

3.South Asia Alliance of Grassroots 
NGOs (SAAGN Network).

4.Afghan Shelter Network (ASN)

5.Afghanistan Legal Aid and Advocacy 
Network (ALAAN)

HAWCA aims to encourage the active 
participation of women in the recon-
struction and development of Afghani-
stan.
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HAWACA 
Main Projects 
in 2017

Women Protection 
Center

In 2017 HAWCA had several projects 
among which six were important and 
effictive. The details of them are as 
follows:

Location: Kabul

Duration: January-December 
2017

Donor: UN Women

Status: Ongoing

The ongoing internal war in Afghanistan 
has led to many crisis. Human rights, 
and in particular the rights of women 
and children are being violated at a very 
high number. Every year the number 
of cases of violence against women are 
increasing. Most of the women victims 
of violence are in danger of losing their 

lives, especially when they come forth 
and seek justice. 

To support women victims of violence, 
HAWCA has been running a Women 
Protection Center in Kabul with the 
support of UN Women, where women 
are provided free legal and psycho-
logical services until their cases are 
resolved and it is decided that it’s safe 
for them to reintegrate into the society. 
The Center also provides victims with 
educational services such as literacy and 
numeracy courses, as well as vocational 
training courses to become economical-
ly empowered.

In the year 2017, a number of 156 wom-
en accompanied by 71 children were 
registered in our WPC. They benefited 
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Precious Lives

Location: Kabul and Herat

Duration: 2014-2017

Donor: Italian Ministry of For-
eign Affairs

Status: Completed

The project, Precious Lives, was de-
signed to support and empower women 
in Afghanistan by providing free legal 

and psychological services, educational 
services such as English and computer 
courses, vocational training courses for 
women including dress making, food 
processing and establishment of self-
help groups that not only solved daily 
social problems, but also prevented 
and reported cases of violence against 
women.

The project was completed in Au-
gust 2017. At the end of the project, a 
booklet titled Freedom from Violence 
“You Are Not Alone” was published 
and distributed among women, NGOs 
and government agencies. The booklet 
explained different types of violence 
against women, how to identify if you 
or any other woman is a victim of vio-
lence, what you can do to support the 
victim, and which articles of law punish 
the culprit and help women victims 
of violence. At the end of the book-
let, information about the NGOs and 
government agencies that provide free 

from all the services available in the 
Center. Out of these cases, 129 cases 
were resolved through legal proce-
dures and mediation. Although HAW-
CA prefers to solve the cases through 
legal procedure, but due to insecurity 
and pressure from families, most of the 
clients choose to resolve their cases 
through mediation.
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legal services, shelters and psycholog-
ical services, were mentioned to help 
these women access the services easily . 
In addition, the contact numbers of the 
local police, hospitals and ambulance 
services were also given. The booklet 
covered only four provinces of Afghan-

istan (Kabul, Herat, Mazar and Nangar-
har).

Two events were also organized to 
advocate for women rights. The first 
program was organized in Babur Gar-
den in Kabul and the second program 
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was organized in Herat. In both programs, 
more than 300 people, including members 
of the committees, teachers, and univer-
sity students, participated. During both 
programs, women rights and the prob-
lems faced by women were discussed, and 
guidance on how women can take advan-
tage of EVAW law and other enacted laws 
to get justice, was given.  

Throughout the life of this project, 6,600 
women victims of violence got free legal 
and psychological services and their cases 
were either resolved through court pro-
cedure or mediation. 588 women got free 
legal advice, 600 people from the com-
munity got legal awareness on women 
rights, 243 members of the community 
development committees received training 
on different issues, 210 women and girls 
benefited from free English and computer 
courses, 32 graduates of law and Sharia 
faculties got internships, and 645 women 

benefited from vocational trainings, and 
literacy, English and computer courses 
in Afshar, Char-rahi Qambar and Qargha 
areas.
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Legal Aid Center for 
Women Victims of        
Violence (Mazar)

Location: Mazar-e-Sharif

Duration: April 2015- April 2018

Donors: FONDAZIONE ADIU-
VARE and ANTESA BANCA

Status: Ongoing

This project was designed to support 
women victims of violence in Balkh 
province. Through this project, women 
are provided with free legal and psy-
chological services, internships and 
literacy courses. Legal awareness and 
community mobilizations are an im-
portant part of the project. In 2017, a 
number of 169 women victims of vio-
lence got free legal and psychological 
services, out of which 118 cases were 
resolved, 74 women got legal aware-
ness, 308 members of community com-
mittees got training on different issues 
through 14 events, 60 students benefit-
ed from 4 workshops, 203 students got 
legal awareness through 4 programs, 
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Legal Aid Center for 
Women Victims of         
Violence (Nangarhar)

Location: Nangarhar

Duration: January 2016-Febru-
ary 2018

Donors: Foundazione Adiuvare,     
Fortunato family and CISDA

Status: Ongoing

Legal Aid Center for Women Victims of 
Violence in Nangarhar was established 
to cover the eastern region with a focus 
on Nangarhar, Nuristan, Laghman, and 
Kunar provinces.  This project carries 
out activities such as providing free le-
gal and psychological services to wom-
en victims of violence, internship for 
graduates of law, and public awareness. 
The project plays a major role in provid-
ing justice to women victims of violence 
and advocating for women rights.

In 2017, the project was able to provide 
legal and psychological services to 80 
women victims of violence, 6 students 
of law and Sharia got internships, 230 
people benefited from public aware-

ness programs, and 22 women received 
health care services. Communication 
has been the most effective tool in this 

158 people got awareness through 
public awareness programs, 6 gradu-
ates of law and Sharia benefited from 
the internship program, 100 women 
benefited from literacy and numeracy 
programs, and 28 women received free 
health services. The overall activities 
of this project have been to empower 
women and advocate for women rights.
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Peace Building 
Center for the New             
Generation

Project Location: Kabul

Duration of the project: 2017-
2019

Donor of the project: Kinder not 
Hilfe (KNH)

Project status: Ongoing

The project is taking place in Ahmad 

Shah Baba Meena, where internally 
displaced children and local children are 
attending the Center for Peace Edu-
cation. In 2017, a total of 420 children 
were admitted in the Center. Out of 
these children, 198 are girls and 222 are 
boys. From the total number of chil-
dren, 101 are working on streets and 
scavenging for garbage. 

Special meetings are organized with the 
parents of the children who are working 
outside, to emphasize on the impor-
tance of education for their children 
rather than working outside, in order to 
build a brighter future for them.

Special training programs are organized 

project where our project manager was 
able to use the existing networks to 
support women victims of violence and 

to find solutions to problems faced by 
women in Nangarhar. 
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for teachers to increase their 
teaching skills and methodolo-
gy. Additional awareness pro-
grams on child rights and child 
abuse are held to inform them 
of the current child abuse forms 
present in the Afghan society. 
Programs on child rights with 
specific focus on child abuse 
and child marriages are organ-
ized for the parents and the 
local community to inform them 
that such acts are illegal under 
the Afghan law. These activities 
are carried out to advocate for 
child rights and prevent child 
abuse. 

Participation of the children in 
policy making, project activities 
and project implementation was 
assured during 2017. While or-
ganizing and celebrating special 
days such as Mother’s Day, the 
Peace Day, EVAW Day, and oth-
ers, the children took an active 
part by presenting poems and 
short theatrical pieces to show 
how peace and equality can be 
achieved. 
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Afghanistan Human 
Rights Action and       
Mobilization (AHRAM)

Location: Joint project in 18 
provinces of Afghanistan

Duration: 2015-2017

Donor: EU

Status: completed

The project was to identify, mobilize 
and support Afghanistan human rights 
defenders. The project was a success 
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and many human rights 
defenders were identified 
and mobilized. Special 
training sessions were 
organized to build their 
capacity to report a case 
of human rights violation 
and to bring a culture of 
respect for human rights.

During the last months of 
the project, it was decid-
ed to provide training 
sessions to human rights 
defenders at different 
levels. HAWCA took the 
responsibility to provide 
15 trainings to human 
rights defenders in Herat, 
Nangarhar, Kunar, Lagh-
man and Balkh provinces. 
HAWCA targeted local 
activists, teachers, po-

lice and government officials. Most of 
HAWCA’s programs advocated for hu-
man rights with a focus on women and 
children rights.
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Sponsorship
Program

Sponsoring a child or a family can save 
lives. In Afghanistan, many women and 
children are in need of financial help. 
Children who have lost their parents 
during the war and women who are 
homeless and have no one to support 
them, are the targets of our sponsor-
ship program. Every year, 20 to 30 
women and children get direct benefit 
from this program. The funds for this 
project are collected from individuals by 
our supporters abroad and sent to us, 
which are then given to the sponsored 
persons. You can become one of our 
sponsors and save a child or a woman 
who is at risk of child abuse and vio-
lence. 
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Date of Establishment: January 1999
Legal Status: Ministry of Economics of Afghanistan: Reg. No.224, Dated 04/12/2005
Ministry of Women affairs of Afghanistan: Reg. No273, Dated 04/12/2007
Western Region Office: House No 5, street No 36 Ibnseena, opposite Provincial Council.

Main Office: HAWCA
House No. 1137/P, Selo Oil Pump Street,
Khushal Khan Mina, District 5,
Kabul, Afghanistan 
HAWCA
House No. 1137/P, Selo Oil Pump Street,
Khushal Khan Mina, District 5,
Kabul, Afghanistan 
Contact No: (+93) 202561491
Skype: hawca1999
YouTube: youtube.com/hawca1999
Facebook: facebook.com/hawca1999
Twitter: @hawca1999
Email: hawca@hawca.org
Web: www.hawca.org
Postal Address: P.O. Box No. 1261, Central Post Office, Kabul, Afghanistan

Herat, Afghanistan
Contact Number: +93(0)705456267
Email: hawcaherat1@gmail.com

Eastern Region Office: 
House No. 202, Opposite Clay Pot Makers, East of Rustam Trade market, Narenge Bagh Road, 
Jalalabad, Nangarhar, Afghanistan
Contact No: +93(0)797326632, +93(0)702838323
Email: lgharzai@hawca.org

Northern Region Office: 
District one, Municipality street, Gozar Khayerkha, Near Zia Amon Clinic 
Contact Number: +93(0)787621332, +93(0)774000702
Email: qasim.hawca@gmail.com

HUMANTARIAN           
ASSISTANCE FOR 

THE WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN OF        

AFGHANSITAN 

(HAWCA)



Support HAWCA
You can support HAWCA by following means:
-Donation through bank transfer
-Fund a project or cofound any existing project
-Sponsor a child or family
-By any of our books, CDs, postcards or stickers.
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House No. 1137/P, Selo Oil Pump Street,
Khushal Khan Mina, District 5,
Kabul, Afghanistan 




